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VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY §

THE Aam Aadmi Party’s
success in the Delhi Assembly
elections got a special men-
tion at the Pravasi Bhartiya
Divas on Wednesday when
one of Britain’s youngest
peers, Lord Karan Bilimoria,
lauded the party’s achieve-
ment during a session at-
tended by four Cabinet minis-
ters of the UPA-IL.

Praising the Indian
democracy, Bilimoria said,

Sat Biaratiya Divas, in New Dethl Wednasitsy,

‘Embody praising AAP in Brltam

“Thisis a place where anyone
can start from nothing and
within a year come to
power.”

The session, called In-
dia’s Soft Power, was chaired
by External Affairs Minister
Salman Khurshid and at-
tended by Bilimoria, Law
Minister Kapil Sibal, Minister
of Culture Chandresh Ku-

.mari Katoch and Tourism

Minister K Chiranjeevi.
Asked if AAP was
emerging as an alternative to

the mainstream political par-

set up I[ITin Malaysm |

ties like the BJP and Con-
gress, Bilimoria told The In-
dian Express, “AAP is not a
protest party anymore.
Everyone in Britain is saying
fantastic things about the
new party. Nobody can pre-
dict what will happen during
the general elections in the
next few months.”

Sibal, meanwhile, tried to
highlight the government’s
tough stand on corruption,
saying there have been in-
stances when “ministers were

asked to resigpmgxdyon al-
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legations of corruption”. He
also said the Finance Min-
istry had been asked for ex-
tra funds so the number of
judgescould be increased.

Defending his govern-
ment on the issue of corrup-
tion, Sibal said that “not all
ministers and all bureaucrats
are corrupt”. “We got the
Lokpal Bill and there are six
important anti-corruption
legislations to be passed in
the Parliament. We have
been honest in dealing with
the issue,” he said.
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lIT invited to open centre in Malaysia

By PTI | 8Jan, 2014, 02.41PM IST

MEW DELHI: Malaysia today invited the Indian Institute of Technology (IT) to set up a

branch in the south-sast Asian country which has nearly two million pecple of Indian origin.

Addressing the 1Z2th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas here, Malaysian Federal Minister for MNatural
Resources and Environment Datu Seri G Palanivel invited IIT to open a branch in that
country.

He said several students from Malaysia come to India to get degrees in dentistry,
engineering and medicine and some of the Indian educational institutions have already set
up centres there.

Falanivel, whois the chief guest at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, is also the president of
Malaysian Indian Congress.

He said his country would like to work closely with India in the area of biodiversity.
While finalising a draft bill for natural resources and benefit sharing, the Malaysian

government learnt from the Indian experience on implementation of national biological
diversity bill, he noted.
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Delivering the welcome address, Overseas Indian Affairs Minister Vayalar Ravi said the celebrations help people of Indian origin to

connect with the land of their ancestors.

He recalled that the programme is held every year on January 3 to mark the return of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa this day in 1815,



Parental pressure ‘killing’ IIT students

R. Ravikanth Reddy
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i SANJAY 6. DHANDE,
o IIT coaching culture seeping fo schools Former Director,
cannot be considerad as a healthy trend ITFRanpur

Middle class exp ects huge rewards from thetr wards, which is an unhealthy trend

Parental pressure is more to blame than the rigorous curriculum and competition from peers for the increasing number
of suicides among Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) students from Andhra Pradesh, former IIT-Kanpur Director and
University Grants Commission (UGC) Member Sanjay G. Dhande has said.

“Students from no other State face such huge pressure, and my experience over the years shows that most Andhra
Pradesh students experience it,” he adds.

The reason, according to him, is that the middle class expects huge rewards for their wards, once they pass out from
ITTs.

Sincerity lauded

This huge expectation from parents is unique, exclaims Prof. Dhande. At the same time, he was all praise for the
“sincerity and hard work” put in by students from the State even as the “intellectual capacity” expected from I Tians
was “unfortunately missing in a majority of them”.

Prof. Dhande attributes the phenomenon to the coaching culture where the focus is more on mugging up and less on
problem solving,

Freedom

Moreover, the freedom the students get at II'Ts after four or five vears of “literal caging in schools in the name of
coaching” is also a factor.

"It's unfortunate that some of these students take the extreme step unable to stand the pressure,” he says.

Prof. Dhande, who was honoured with the Padma Shri last vear, also ridiculed the II'T coaching culture seeping to
schools.

“Surely, IIT coaching can’t start from the sixth class”, he points out, adding that it is misleading parents who, in turn,
start pressurising their wards from that age, which is a bad trend.

While coaching does assist in cracking the IIT entrance, it is the “lateral thinking that they pick up in school and college
that keeps them going,” is his refrain.

Keywords: IIT, parental pressure, peer pressure, coaching institute, entrance examination, engineering collegse IIT
Kanpur, UGC, psycholozy

Printable version | Jan 8, 2014 1:47:13 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/parental -pressure-
killing-iit-students/article 5550136.ece

© The Hindu
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lIT Student's Copter Limca-bound

Authar: Pearl H Mohankumar

& Puhblished Date: Jan 9, 2014 9:33 A
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“This bad boy can take a 300g payload and fly for 42 minutes,” said Ganesh Ram as he proudly
displayed the quadrotor system that he had fabricated.

"This bad boy can take a 3009 payload and fly far 42 minutes," said Ganesh Ram as he proudly displayed the gquadrator
gy stermn that he had fabricated. This PhD student at the T Madras has made this copter with four winogs', to pdt # in
lavman's terms, in an atternpt to enter the Limca Book of Records. Ram's machine remained in the air for 42 minutes in
the endurance challenge to become the first quadrotor to do so.

Fam's quadrotar was not the only innovation to attermpt an entry into the record books, Mamy such techno-entetainment
gadiets made by a teamn of sudents were put to test at the recently concluded HT Shaastra, the tech fest conducted by
the [IT-mM students. Three students created the largest hologramewith an arrangerment of reflective surfaces in the form of a
pyramid, to farm a 30 wiew inside the pyramid. Onlookers wiere awestruck as they [ooked into the abject inside the
pyramid a5 it seemed very real to them.

Another team of students created the first band of wirtual instruments, where the information transfer is completely
wireless, These vittual instruments are built on the lines of convertional ones. The instrurment plaver has various sensars
attached to his bady in the form of dloves, and the output of these is sent through hluetooth to the computer, which is
pre-pragrammed to produce a paticular music depending upon the action.

"Mary people cannot enjoy technalogy, Entertainment is something that can engage the audience as well as showcase
cuttinoredoe technology to them," savs Ravikiran Babha, a student. Bobha and his team of peers preserted Envisage,' a
technical show that displayed all these technalogies made for entetainment. Technolooy and creativity converged in this
showy a5 the audience watched these innovations with much enthusiasm.

Copyright @ 2012 The News Indian E<press. Allrights resenved.
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Mission authority approves higher
-® il .. ' ’ & &
education mission’s guidelines

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The mission author-
ity of the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shik-
sha Abhiyan (RUSA) on Wednesday,
approved the guidelines, including
programmatic norms of the vari-
ous components of the scheme, and
the equalisation formula based on
which the funding support would
be determined.

The meeting was presided over by
union minister for human resource
development MM Pallam Raju and was
attended by, among others, Narendra
Jadhav, member Planning Commis-
sion, ministers of higher education in
the states, chairmen and vice-chair-
men of state higher education coun-
cils and principal secretaries of higher
education in the states.

The Mission Authority has given its
nod to consider the applications of the
states of Goa, Uttarakhand, Arunachal
Pradesh,‘;"gfym Jharkhand and West

Bengal to partic-
ipate in RUSA.
These states had
responded after
the cut-off date
of 31 October,
2013, the HRD

ministry release
said.

Since imme-
diately after the approval of RUSA in
October, 2013 some of the states went
to polls, they were requested by the
Centre to indicate their willingness
to participate in RUSA. The nodal
body of the National Higher Educa-
tion Mission also gave its approval to
consider the applications of Mizoram
and Chhattisgarh who had responded
to the Centre’s request.

The mission authority also exam-
ined the progress made so far under
RUSA and expressed its pleasure on
the pace of its implementation, the
release stated.
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First meeting of higher education mission held

IANS | New Delhi January 08, 2014 Last Updated at 22:26 I5T

Funding pattern and quality of education in higher educational mnstitutions were among the 1ssues discussed
at the first meeting of the national mission on higher educati on Wednesday.

Human Eescurce Devel opment Iinister MM Pallam Eau presided over the meeting of the mission
authority of Eashtriyva Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyvan (ETTSA)

Planning Commizsion member Narendra Jadhaw, Health Secretary K. Desiram and higher education mini ster
of wvartous states attended. Chairpersons of the University Grants Comrussion and the A1l India Committee
for Technical Education were also present.

The ETTS4 15 a scheme of the central government which envisages strengthening of the higher education
systetm.

The mission authority approved the ETTSA guidelines, including programmatic norms of the various
components of the scheme and the equalisation formula, based on which the funding support would be
determined, an official release said.

It also gave its approval to consider the applications of Goa, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Harvana,
Tharkhand and West Bengal to participate in the ETTS4

The misston authority alsoe discussed the logo for BTG4, which would be finalised soon and adopted.
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| IM-Calcutta a step away from global accreditations

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey, TNN Jan 8, 2014, 04.06AM IST

KOLKATA: The Indian Institute of Management-Calcutta (11IM-C) is all set to become the country's first
business school to be recognized by two of the world's top B-school accreditation bodies -- Europe-based
Association of MBAs (AMBA) and the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB). An
inspection team from AMBA will visit the Joka campus on January 14-15 before giving it a final stamp of
approval. The AACSB team is likely to visit the campus in June.

No other 1IM enjoys an AACSB accreditation and an additional AMBA certification will make it a "dual
crown" for 1IM-C. Almost a year ago, the board of governors of the B-school had decided to vie for these
accreditations for greater global acceptance of the institute. Thereafter, the two bodies were approached for
specifications. Great details about the institute's achievements and regular activities were furnished. The AMBA
team is now coming to the campus to cross-check these details and interact with faculty members as well as
students.

Right from information on curriculum to new teaching initiatives, quality of faculty and research, steps that
have been taken to bring in foreign students, student feedback on teachers, placement records and employer
feedback, reams of details were sent to AMBA for the assessment.

Earlier, IM-Ahmedabad and IIM-Bangalore beat Calcutta and managed to get an accreditation from Equis,
another top accreditation agency. However, none has managed to get a double accreditation yet and all eyes of
the IIM community are on [IM-C now because it would mean setting a benchmark that other two big I1Ms are
yet to reach.

"We are extremely excited at the prospect of having four experts on our campus for two days next week. Apart
from assessing information that we have furnished, AMBA experts might also give us directions on how to
position ourselves as a global institute so that we can attract more foreign students. We will become more
acceptable in the global market with these two accreditations,” said Anindya Sen, IIM-C dean (academic).

IIM-C director Saibal Chattopadhyay added that the institute has a slew of plans for a global positioning and
AMBA-AACSB recognition is the first step towards it.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Jhimli-Mukherjee-Pandey.cms
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A seeing eve app
for indoor use

; BAT VISION A team of lITians in Delhi, led by a hearing-impaired youth,

l have developed a device and a mobile app that can help blind people

. negotiate buildings and even streets - a first step that can lead towards

L making places such as government offices disabled-friendly. It can also
 help normal people negotiate dark places such as cinema halls

Manu P Toms
marw fomsShindstantimes.com

MUMBAL Dhruy Jain dreams of making

ity and communication for people with partnershi

i i eanlin, gy DA TECH.20

he is well on his way to realising it. s 2014
Hearing impaired himself, 23-year

old Dhruy is an IITian and a trekker,

and was a competitive swimmer inhis  sors, a waist-worn device to receive and

detect signals, and a user interphase in

the form of a mobile application, have

been installed and successfully demon- = From left, seated: Shiveesh Fotedar and Dhruv Jain; and Madan Verma, SD Sharma

strated at Bharti, the building which  and Krutarth ( of lIT Delhi show off the ‘Roshni’ system for the
Lok visually-impaired, at T Delhi in New Delhi on Wednesday. ARVIND YADAV/HT

of IT 3

‘The device tall user withthe inth K' s, said Abhinav  a great market,” said Saxena.

helpof i! usesvar- 8¢ Dhruv and his team are in the process

of the A of Roshni. of filing for a patent for the

he ha technology.
the six-member team at Delhi “This product is meant not only for  “It is a little early to talk about it,” he
Ts puter science department, the: challenged, but alsoforoth-  said. Besides h
led by Dhruy and guided by Prof M ers. It is especially useful at places such  one year of research and development,
Balakrishnan, is giving final touches  as museums, where there is very little  Indian Angel Network, a community of
hmmmmamm light,” he said. start-up funders, has shown interest in
Association for the Blind, the research The team will soon install the updated  supporting the project, and the IIT team
group has tested the device with two  version of the Roshni prototype at the s in talks with them.
dozen visually impaired persons from  National Science Centre in Pragati Dhruy, who wants to pursue his
d y studies in

higher

responses. “In countries such as the US, it is  believes that it is important to inculeate

“Initially there were battery backup  mandatory to make public buildings  a spirit of independence so as to boost
After two years of work, - issues. d thatout. We  disabled-friendly. If such a law comes  th c

tion system, which consists of wall sen-  hope to h th inIndia, thisdevice willhave  people.
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In an open interview with Namrata Tripathi, ASHWINI KUMAR

SHARMA, Managing Director, National Institute of Electronics and
Information Technology (NIEIT) talks about the institute’s objective of
capacity building, digital literacy programme, e-security and more

India through Digital Literacy?
We are conducting a lot of

60 per cent states of the coun-
try, our main focus is north east
though, we have main centres
and extension centres there.
We also have a centre in Delhi,

on women P!

- erment and SC/ST emp

Chandigarh, Ajmer, Srinagar,

such government employees,
our main aim is digital liter-
acy. The course which we are
running is a well-known one,
a number of foreign countries
like Japan, Taiwan and Singa-

have accredited our courses

ment because we are operating
on those locations which are
very remote or far-flung like the
northeastern regions where no
commercial organisation will go

for a venture, When people uk

Jammu, Aurangabad, Calicut.
New centres are coming up in
Rohpat, Srikakulam in Andhra
Pradesh and many new exten-
sion centres in the northeast.

ynnhdlnsabontwme

me about how our
is different from the others then
1 tell them that we are a govern-
ment organisation, our mandate
is to provide skill development
in those areas where nowhere is
going like Kekadi in Ajmer, Sri-

" nagar, Leh, Srikakulam. We are
\planning to set up almost 22 cen-

tres in northeast. We get funding
and granting from the govern-
ment of lndh. :imlhrly we
have

major of the
institute?

Yes, we are running one of
the major digital literacy course
called CCC (Concept on Com-
puter), a couple of states have
also made it as a mandate course
and it is linked with increment,
employment and bears mini-
mum eligibility for a govern-
ment job in states like Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh. We
have conducted tests for 12 lakhs

too.meonﬂxwesigneda
MOU with All India Council
of Technical Education where

ing for the phceswhmweﬁed
that it will be difficult for a stu-
dent to opt for a regular course.
We have recently started con-
ducting recruitment exams too
like commercial pilot for Civil
Aviation Department.

pur centre is very famous for
e-security and cyber crimes,
they have been coi

a lot of courses related to the
cyber space there, we are trying
to carry forward these courses
to other centres also. We have
already developed our course
content in 22 different Indian
languages for CCC course which
is an 80 hours course and the
same has been on
the website of NIEIT which is
available free of cost for anyone.
Looking at the recent trend and
demands, we have also started a
new course on multimedia and
we have started an e-governance
course both of which are one
year PG diploma programmes.

Can you tell us about your IT

Pm}“‘
from DEIT for emp
of women, we recently ﬁmshnd
one project on empowerment of
25,000 women through capac-
ity building in the form of BPO
courses and other skill-develop-
ment trainings.

Whaemywrmlnlmnchu

mentithverydlﬁcuhtoget
placements anywhere
days.

d, are you pl g
to come up with more
institutions?

10 s

Welnwouroeuuumnlmon

We were initially conducting various
formal and non-formal courses which
were more knowledge based but
now we've started considering the
component of skill-development quite
important because | feel without
skill-development it is very difficult to
get placements cnywhoro these days
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where we have to train almost a
lakh Panchayati Raj officials, we
have been taking it up further.
Besides this we have received
onepmjectﬁomtthE!Tfor
training of the women entre-
preneurs who are operating in
Common Service Centres(CSC)
in the remote areas, we have
also created a PMU for taking
otherdnllmynntheﬁddof

b atly Jo pwer s de usbuml




